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The best words to describe Alice are “tire-
less” and “persistent.” Alice impacted so
many lives as an organizer, educator, and
change-maker. She gave a voice to those who
are too frequently ignored. She provided the
tools to engage and equip generations of ac-
tivists, including me. | owe much to my pre-
cious friend, Alice Tregay. My heartfelt prayers
and thoughts are with her family. She will be
sorely missed.

67TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE STATE OF
ISRAEL

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the 67th anniversary
of the founding of the State of Israel. This an-
niversary represents 67 years in which there
has been a strong, independent, and demo-
cratic State of Israel; 67 years of growth, ad-
vancement, and modernization. But, unfortu-
nately, it also means that for 67 years the only
Jewish state in the world has repeatedly had
to defend itself from enemies who seek her
annihilation.

Yesterday, Israel commemorated Yom
Ha’zikaron, Israel’'s Memorial Day. For a coun-
try in which most of its citizens have served in
the Israeli Defense Force and have proudly
defended their country, this day is a personal
reminder that their 67 years have not been
without significant personal sacrifice. From the
moment of its birth, Israel has endured attacks
by state armies and terrorist organizations.
More recently, these attacks have taken a new
shape, in the form of economic boycotts,
lawfare, and political de-legitimization cam-
paigns.

But 67 years later, Israel remains standing,
proudly, as the shining beacon of democracy
in the Middle East.

This is an important day for the Israeli peo-
ple and people all over the world to reflect on
how far this country has come in such a short
period. It has transformed desert into fertile
land, developed one of the most innovative
and vibrant technology sectors in the world,
and stood steadfastly on a foundation of
democratic principles and basic fundamental
liberties.

| am proud to say that it was also 67 years
ago, only minutes after David Ben-Gurion an-
nounced Israel’s declaration of independence,
that the United States recognized the nascent
state. Since 1948, our two countries have
shared a strong, unshakeable bond based on
shared values and goals. And the United
States and Israel will continue to stand to-
gether as Israel pursues peace, and as Israel
confronts any threat to her people. It is my
commitment as a Member of Congress to en-
sure that our partnership remains strong and
unbreakable. As President Bill Clinton wrote,
“We are proud of the strong bond we have
forged with Israel, based on our shared values
and ideals. That unique relationship will en-
dure just as Israel has endured.”
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jordan Gon-
zalez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jordan
Gonzalez is an 8th grader at North Arvada
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jordan
Gonzalez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jor-
dan Gonzalez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

—————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum,
President of Spelman College, who will be re-
tiring after thirteen years as distinguished
leader of the school. She will be honored at a
farewell reception on Friday, April 24, 2015, at
6:00 p.m. at The Spelman College Suites Din-
ing Hall on campus.

Born on September 27, 1954, in Tallahas-
see, Florida, Dr. Tatum attended Wesleyan
University, where she received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology. Afterward, she at-
tended the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
for a Master of Arts degree and a Ph.D. in
Clinical Psychology, and then Hartford Semi-
nary for a Master of Arts degree in Religious
Studies.

Dr. Tatum’s professional involvement in
higher education began in 1980 and spanned
a number of prominent institutions. At the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Barbara, she lec-
tured in the Department of Black Studies, and
later held professorships in psychology at
Westfield State College and Mount Holyoke
College. Also during her time at Mount Hol-
yoke, Dr. Tatum served as chair of the Depart-
ment of Psychology and Education. In 1998,
she became Vice President for Student Affairs
and Dean of the College and, in 2002, she
was appointed acting president of the College.

In the meantime, she also advanced a ca-
reer as a distinguished clinical psychologist
with her own independent practice between
1988 and 1998. Focusing her studies on diver-
sity in organizational development and racial
identity, she is the author of Can We Talk
About Race? And Other Conversations in an
Era of School Resegregation; Assimilation
Blues: Black Families in White Communities:
Who Succeeds and Why?; and “Why Are All
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the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafe-
teria?” And Other Conversations about Race,
the latter of which was celebrated as the 1998
Multicultural Book of the Year by the National
Association of Multicultural Education.

In 2002, she was appointed president of
Spelman College. Through her steady and
transformational leadership, the institution now
ranks among the top 100 liberal arts colleges
in the country. Faculty research has flour-
ished, and funding for student scholarships
has tripled since 2002. Alumnae contributions
to the annual fund have also tripled and a
generous gift donation in 2008 helped estab-
lish the Gordon-Zeto Fund for International Ini-
tiatives, providing critical resources for inter-
national students as well as travel support for
faculty and students alike.

In addition to these successes, Dr. Tatum
has overseen the expansion of on-campus
housing capacity by more than 25 percent to
provide opportunities for even more students,
made possible in part by the construction of a
“green” residence hall in 2008. As president,
she also made the landmark decision to end
the College’s limited participation in NCAA
intercollegiate sports, and instead pioneer a
campus wellness initiative to encompass a
wider range of students.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Tatum is not only an edu-
cator, she is an innovator. The developments
she engineered serve as the foundation of
Spelman College’s Strategic Plan for 2015,
which focuses on supporting leadership and
service, enhancing an interdisciplinary cur-
riculum, fostering undergraduate research and
internships, strengthening alumnae-student
connections, promoting sustainability, and ad-
vancing global initiatives.

Outside of this tremendous scholastic dedi-
cation, Dr. Tatum is also actively involved in
the community. She has presided on a variety
of boards and served with a number of organi-
zations at the local, state, and national levels.
Moreover, she was appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve on the Advisory Board
for the White House Initiative on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities. She has re-
ceived numerous awards and commendations,
including the 2013 Carnegie Academic Lead-
ership Award. Dr. Tatum shares her life and
accomplishments with her husband, Dr. Travis
Tatum, and their two sons, Travis Jonathan
and David.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum for her
thirteen remarkable years as President of
Spelman College. Her leadership is impressive
in itself but more than structures, more than
money, and more than rankings, she ad-
vanced the very character of the institution
through its people. In being a role model for
the young women of this premier institution,
she has helped countless individuals strive to
fulfill their sincere potential in this world, mak-
ing the aims of Spelman College become real-
ized.

————
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Puertas Abiertas
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